
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (Grades 3-5)

HANSEL & 
GRETEL

Story & Setting: The tale of Hansel and Gretel had long been part of the German folk tradition before 
the Brothers Grimm included it in their collection. The contrast of the siblings’ bleak home life with 
the larger-than-life fantasies they encounter at the witch’s cottage gives this production a cartoonish 
and fun take on the classic tale.

Opera Notes: Humperdinck originally intended this piece (created with his sister Adelheid as the 
librettist) as a small-scale vocal entertainment for children. However, its sophisticated, 
Wagnerian-inspired score combined with a charming story made it into one of the most popular fairy 
tale operas ever. This production presents the work in a special English translation great for families.

LA BOHÈME Story & Setting: This opera is loosely based on the novel Scènes de la Vie de Bohème by Henry 
Murger, as well as inspired by events in Puccini's own life. Set in Paris 1830, the story centers on a 
group of artistic-minded youths at odds with mainstream society after the upheavals of revolution and 
war.

Opera Notes: La Bohème is considered one of the world's most popular operas, thanks to its 
enduring themes of both love and loss. The orchestration is a steady flow that seamlessly supports 
the incessant action, even in larger scenes. One of the benchmark operas of the verismo (realism) 
movement, this classic has been performed at the Met Opera over 1,200 times.

ACCESS OPERA VIRTUAL MODULES: ABOUT THE OPERAS



LA FILLE DU 
RÉGIMENT

Story & Setting: This delightful comedy tells the tale of a military regiment and the young woman 
they've adopted as their mascot. Set in French-occupied Tyrol during World War I, the opera 
combines a simple and light plot structure with the earnest longings of first love.

Opera Notes: An example of the 19th century's bel canto opera movement, this work contains the 
show-stopping "Ah! Mes amis...pour mon âme" featuring 9 high Cs for the tenor. Donizetti was 
already loved in Paris, thanks to the success of his Lucia di Lammermoor, and this foray into 
French-language opera led him to embrace the opéra-comique model, as well as to insert French 
march influences into the opera's rhythmic structure and orchestration. However, his signature use of 
refined melody can be easily found, particularly in the title character's "Il faut partir" aria.

MIDDLE SCHOOL (Grades 6-8)

ROMÉO ET 
JULIETTE

Story & Setting: Like many composers, Gounod and his librettists, Barbier and Carré, found 
inspiration in the tragically beautiful story of Shakespeare’s ill-fated, young lovers. They did, however, 
decide to augment the beloved work by adding a typical operatic element: a final reunion duet for 
the lovers before their deaths. Bartlett Sher’s production moves the action to Verona in the 18th 
Century.

Opera Notes:  Roméo et Juliette is one of the best examples of French Romanticism in music, which 
centers on vocal subtlety and grace rather than fireworks. Gounod's sumptuous harmony and vocal 
writing highlight the brightest and darkest moments in the drama, and make this opera a feast for the 
senses. It is no surprise that this became the most successful operatic adaptation of the famous 
romance.



MADAMA 
BUTTERFLY

Story & Setting: Set in Nagasaki at the turn of the century, Butterfly follows the devotion and ultimate 
demise of the title geisha as she clings to her marriage to an American naval officer. The story is a 
beautifully tragic commentary on cultural norms and Western imperialism. Anthony Minghella’s visually 
stunning production enhances this opera staple through bright colors and puppetry.

Opera Notes: Puccini’s music features lush and colorful harmonies, interspersed with snippets of 
American themes, but the heroine remains the single driving force of the opera. Her heartbreaking aria, 
“Un bel dì” makes up just a small part of the role’s vocal tour de force. The Italian libretto is based off 
of John Luther Long’s short story and the David Belasco play of the same name.

LA FANCIULLA 
DEL WEST

Story & Setting: Puccini’s “American Opera” takes place in the mountains of the Wild West: California 
during the Gold Rush in 1849–50. The story features a gun-slinging heroine and the outlaw she is 
determined to fight for.

Opera Notes: This opera marks the second setting by Puccini of a David Belasco play, following 1904’s 
Madama Butterfly. Intrigued by the “ambience of the west,” Puccini collaborated with librettist Carlo 
Zingarini to produce this piece, which would become the first world premiere at the Met in 1910.



HIGH SCHOOL & COLLEGE (Grades 9 & up)

MACBETH Story & Setting: Power, superstition, and political intrigue abound in Verdi's setting of Shakespeare's 
classic tragedy, the composer's first of many adaptations. In the current production by Adrian Noble, 
the lead couple's plotting takes place in a dark and vaguely contemporary setting.

Opera Notes: Originally composed early in his career, Verdi later revised the score for Macbeth nearly 
20 years later, and considered it one of the most important works in his legacy. Of particular note is 
Verdi's use of a female chorus in place of the three witches, adding an element of Greek tragedy to 
the opera. The quintessential Italian operatic "mad scene" showcases Lady Macbeth's famous "out, 
damn spot" sleepwalking scene to showstopping effect.

DIE 
ZAUBERFLÖTE Story & Setting: Mozart's classic Enlightenment opera is presented in its full German version. The 

fairy tale story of dark versus light is given a delightful and visually stunning adaptation by Julie 
Taymor's costume design and use of puppetry.

Opera Notes: This opera is an example of the German singspiel style, in which sung texts are 
interspersed with spoken dialogue. Containing many allusions to Free Masonry (of which the 
composer was a member), this was Mozart's final opera. The music ranges from solemn, to comic, to 
triumphant, and contains some of the highest and lowest written notes sung in the operatic 
repertoire.



Story & Setting: In 1940s New Mexico, the Manhattan Project worked to create a 
world-altering weapon that was considered an incredible feat in science and technology. 
John Adams' opera has been called an "American version of the Faust myth," and explores 
the conflict of Dr. J Robert Oppenheimer as he struggles with the implications of innovation 
for seemingly limitless power of destruction.

Opera Notes: Doctor Atomic is the third collaboration between Adams and librettist Peter 
Sellars. It utilizes a variety of sources, including interviews, excerpts from scientific papers, 
and poems, in tandem with Adams' minimalist technique of repeated melodies and words. 
The piece was premiered in 2005, to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the end of 
World War II.

DOCTOR ATOMIC


